Proceedings of the Medical Society. 121 from Dr. Stewart, Kirkintilloch, apologising for his absence, which was occasioned by an unavoidable professional engagement.
Dr. Fairly read notes of a case of strangulated femoral hernia, which, after operation, terminated in a temporary intestinal fistula. The patient was a man, about fifty-four years of age, who had for several days laboured under obstinate constipation of the bowels, accompanied with vomiting, tympanitis, &c. Although attended by a medical man, the exact nature of the case remained undiscovered till Dr. F. was called in consultation.
A femoral hernia, about the size of a pigeon's egg, and pretty tense, was now detected. The taxis, chlor|form, warm bath, &c., were severally tried without success. The usual operation was performed; the stricture was found somewhat tight, and a small portion of omentum in the sac, and the bowel without much difficulty replaced. Nothing unusual occurred until the seventh day after operation, when feculent matter, accompanied with flatus, was observed to issue from the wound, and which continued for several days. The perforation of the intestine producing an abdominal , anus in the groin, was attributed to a small slough consequent on constriction or compression of the bowel. As the fistula soon closed up, the inference was that the whole calibre of the intestinal tube had not been involved in the slough. The patient was aware of the existence of the hernial tumour, but had not called the attention of his medical attendant to it; which circumstance, Dr. F. remarked, suggested an important practical lesson, viz., to make a thorough and independent examination, and not trust to the statements of patients alone.
Mr. Lyon thought that the operation had been too long delayed, even after the hernia was discovered. An incision, an inch and a half in length, was cautiously made through the skin and cellular tissue, without giving exit to any purulent discharge. On exploring the wound with the finger, a sudden and an alarming gush of arterial blood took place, which necessitated the immediate application of a compress and bandage. As it was pretty evident that the haemorrhage proceeded from some large arterial trunk, the case on the following morning was submitted to a consultation.
Alter the removal of the coagulated blood with which the wound was filled, a recurrence of the haemorrhage took place. It was now ascertained that the haemorrhage proceeded from the femoral artery, and by means of an aneurismal needle and a ligature, the vessel, after considerable difficulty, was secured within,cyst above and below the bleeding point. The ligature came away on the fourteenth 'or fifteenth day afterwards, without any haemorrhage. An abscess formed in the calf of the same leg, which was opened, and a large quantity of pus evacuated. From the copious and constant discharge both from the calf and thigh, and also from the supervention of obstinate diarrhoea, the patient's strength began rapidly to give way; he became too exhausted to permit of amputation, and died some weeks after. Mr. Lyon, on commenting upon the case, remarked that it presented solely the appearance of an abscess, and wanted all the distinguishing symptoms of aneurism. On examination of the limb, which was exhibited to the society, a large ossific deposit around the femur was observed in the situation of the wound. It for the most part presented a rough irregular surface, with several projecting spiculae. No arterial disease could be detected, and the exact condition of the collateral circulation was not ascertained in consequence of the injection not succeeding.
This case gave rise to an interesting and protracted discussion, in which the majority of the members present took part; after which the society adjourned.
Faculty Hall, St. Enoch Square, March 4.?An ordinary meeting of the society was held here this evening; Mr. Lyon, president, in the chair. The minutes of previous meeting were read and sustained.
Dr. Adams called the attention of the society to a case which he considered illustrated, to some extent, the influence which mental agitation or emotion on the part of the mother exerts over the child at the breast. A strong healthy woman, of an easily excited disposition, when nursing a child two months old, became from some cause or other greatly alarmed. The child was affected soon after with vomiting, became intensely jaundiced, and expired very calmly next morning while on its mother's lap. There was no appearance of convulsions. As the infant had got nothing but its mother's milk, and was previously healthy, Dr. Adams was of opinion that its sudden illness and death was fairly traceable to the fright the mother sustained.
Dr. Drummond detailed the case of a middle-aged woman, at present under his care, who for some time past was labouring under a profuse sanguineous discharge from the vagina, in consequence of which she was reduced to a state of great anaemic depression. The os uteri was opened up to the requisite extent by a graduated series of sponge tents, and the presence of a tumour in the cavity of the womb was ascertained by means of the uterine sound. With the aid of Gooch's double canula, a ligature was passed around the pedicle of the tumour. Since its removal there has been no recurrence of the haemorrhage, and the patient is now convalescent. The tumour, which was exhibited to the society, was of the ordinary fibrous kind, and the fact of its detection while still intrauterine, exemplified very clearly the value of sponge tents and the uterine sound as diagnostic agents.
Dr. J. G. Wilson exhibited a uterine polypus of tho cellulo-vascular variety, which was discovered a few minutes after the delivery of the patient. It was attached by a long slender pedicle to the upper and anterior portion of the cervix uteri, and the greater portion of its body was external to the vulva. He also exhibited a preparation of a large spina bifida removed from the lumbo-sacral region of a newly-born child. An aperture in, and the general collapsed appearance of the sac, led to the supposition that it had become ruptured during the process of delivery. 
